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Call for Papers OPEN NOW for IN SITU Final Conference

The project IN SITU: Place-based innovation of cultural and creative industries in

non-urban areas is pleased to announce the Call for Papers for its upcoming

Final Conference "Culture Matters Here. Cultivating Creative Place-based
Innovation in Non-urban Communities" which will take place in Valmiera
(Latvia) from 11 to 13 May 2026.

This conference is co-organised by the Latvian Academy of Culture and the

Centre for Social Studies of the University of Coimbra in cooperation with the

European Network of Cultural Centres, Culture Action Europe and all the IN SITU

project partners, and in conjunction with our local associates, Valmiera County

Municipality and Vidzeme University of Applied Sciences. The IN SITU project
receives support from the European Union’s Horizon Europe Research and

Innovation Programme (Grant Agreement no. 101061747).

This event will be a catalyst for networking, exchange, and knowledge-building
among participants, furthering understanding of the issues and opportunities for
rural creative work, and contributing to a more supportive environment for cultural

and creative actors in non-urban areas.
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We invite scholars, researchers, artists, cultural practitioners, activists,
policymakers, and decision-makers from across the world and a wide
variety of disciplines to submit proposals for presentations of papers and
projects. We welcome participation by the large community of the European Rural

Pact, including the Community Group on Culture and Creativity in Rural Areas. A

special geographical focus will be placed on innovative and sustainable cultural

and creative practices in remote areas and peripheral corners of Europe.

All submissions should offer an original contribution to the vital topic of place-
based innovation and the transformative power of the creative and cultural sector
in forging more inclusive, resilient, and sustainable communities in rural and non-
urban areas. We will also share key insights from our research, highlight project
results, and look ahead to future plans. Additionally, the event will host the
premiere of the IN SITU documentary, offering an inside look at our Labs and

case studies.

Whether you are presenting or simply eager to take part, your presence is
valued and welcome. Even if you don’t have a proposal to submit, we still
encourage you to join us and attend sessions, network with peers, and learn from

the diverse discussions.

More information on the Conference themes, programme, and fees are

available at

https://insituculture.eu/culture-matters-here-cultivating-creative-place-based-

innovation-in-non-urban-communities/

Submission guidelines

We accept proposals for individual and collective presentations. Proposals

should be in English and composed using the e-form, available via this link.
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Each proposal must include the following:

—

. Title

Author(s)

Email for the corresponding author

Organisational affiliation(s) of author(s)
Country(ies) of organisation

Theme addressed by paper or project

Abstract of paper or project (300 words maximum)

Keywords (4 max.)

© © N o a0~ 0D

Author(s) short biography (100 words per author, 300 words maximum)

10. Audiovisual equipment required

Please note that each author may submit only one proposal as the main

author.
The deadline for submitting proposals is 8 December 2025 at 23h59 CET.

Early applications are strongly encouraged, as proposals will be evaluated on
an ongoing basis. Please be aware that proposals submitted via email or after the

stated deadline cannot be considered.

Important Dates

Deadline for submission of proposals: 8 December 2025

Notification of proposal acceptance: By 16 January 2026

Early bird registration period: 19 January - 12 March 2026
Regular registration period: 13 March - 13 April 2026
Conference - live in Valmiera! 11 - 13 May 2026

Contact

Any questions about proposal submissions and/or the conference should be e-

mailed to in-situ-conference@ces.uc.pt.
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