
veraPDF
Industry supported PDF/A validation



About this webinar

What we’ll be showing you:
■ our current development status;
■ the Consortium’s development plans for 2016;
■ how we’ve been testing the software so far;
■ demonstrations of how to use and test the veraPDF applications; and 
■ how you can help to improve the pre-release software;
■ our ideas and plans for 2017.



Development status - PDF/A conformance

Latest release: 
■ Version 0.22 - Sep 9, 

2016
Conformance checker:
■ Full support for all PDF/A 

versions (1,2,3) and 
levels (A,B,U)



Development status - custom policies

PDF feature extraction for 
custom policy checks 
beyond PDF/A:
■ XML report on all 

metadata, resources, 
embedded files, pages, 
annotations, document 
security, etc



Development status - integration interfaces

■ Ready for integration: 
○ GUI - Desktop version for single file evaluation
○ CLI - Command line interface targeting large volume batch processing
○ Web - Online demo web site
○ Java library - Calling a Java API from custom Java-based applications

■ Plug-in framework for custom validation of embedded formats:
○ XMP metadata, Images, File attachments, Fonts, Digital signatures, ICC 

profiles
○ Targets integration with third-party tools for verification of other standards 

inside PDF 







Development status - test corpus

1500+ atomic self-documented test files:
■ Part 1 Level B: 179 test files complementing Isartor
■ Part 2 Level B: 223 test files complementing BFO 
■ Part 3 Level B: 5 extra tests on embedded files
■ Level U: 3 test files on Unicode character map
■ Level A: 7 test files on logical structure
■ XMP 2004 Metadata (PDF/A-1): 367 tests on predefined schemas
■ XMP 2005 Metadata (PDF/A-2,3): 549 tests on predefined schemas 

http://tests.verapdf.org - every new veraPDF build is checked against all test files 
to guarantee the stability

http://tests.verapdf.org




Roadmap till the end of 2016

■ Coming releases: ~October 1,  ~November 1,  ~December 10 (1.0)
■ Reporting improvements: 

○ combined batch processing report,
○ nicer HTML templates,
○ PDF reports

■ Policy checks:
○ Impose extra requirements on the document based on its features
○ Risk scoring for PDF/A validation errors

■ Common shell for all PREFORMA conformance checkers
■ Greenfield PDF parser: 

○ current implementation is based on Apache PDFBox and is not compliant 
with PREFORMA licensing requirements (MPL2+, GPL3+)



Testing veraPDF : Current status

While developing validation functionality we’ve focussed on:
■ Expanding the test corpus to cover the complete PDF/A 

specifications;
■ Testing the validator functionality against the corpus
■ Resolving specification ambiguities and corpus creation issues with 

the Technical Working Group
Application testing and real-world testing has been a secondary concern, 
although we have tried to address issues raised on GitHub and from 
external feedback.



Testing veraPDF : External feedback

The DPC have been encouraging organisations to test veraPDF and give 
us their feedback. We’ve been listening to this and other external 
opinions. Our immediate priorities from our initial findings:
■ memory usage is an issue;
■ reliability of batch processing has held back external testing efforts; 

and
■ better batch reporting would make testing easier.



Testing veraPDF : Our response

Our end of September v0.24 release will include:
■ improved batch processing reliability through more robust exception 

handling;
■ improved reporting of processing errors;
■ dedicated batch reporting formats that summarise validation results; 

and
■ memory optimisations where possible, though this is ongoing.
We’ll take a look at some of these features now….



veraPDF Demos

Carl to do demos here



How you can help : GitHub issues

https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/588

https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/588
https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/588


How you can help : Creating an issue

https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/

https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/
https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/


How you can help : Creating an issue

https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/new

https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/new
https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/new


How you can help : Feedback

https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/588

https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/588
https://github.com/veraPDF/veraPDF-library/issues/588


How you can help : Mailing List

We’re pleased to announce the new veraPDF Mailing List :
■ http://lists.verapdf.org/listinfo/users is for:

■ reporting issues,
■ asking questions,
■ suggesting improvements, and
■ talking to other veraPDF users and the development team.

http://lists.verapdf.org/listinfo/users
http://lists.verapdf.org/listinfo/users


Understanding the results - PDF/A Conformance
Wiki on error details available at: 
http://docs.verapdf.org/validation/

http://docs.verapdf.org/validation/
http://docs.verapdf.org/validation/


Understanding the results - Feature report

XML report with all features, HTML report coming soon



Future Plans : PREFORMA Testing Phase

■ PREFORMA’s Prototyping Phase ends 2016 with veraPDF 1.0 
release.

■ PREFORMA’s Testing Phase runs January 2017 - June 2017
○ Acceptance testing against test data sets created by PREFORMA
○ veraPDF consortium will respond to testing feedback from PREFORMA

■ During the testing phase the veraPDF consortium will continue to:
○ address Issues and Pull Requests on GitHub;
○ update website;
○ provide support to enquiries on the mailing list; and
○ improve documentation.

We’ll also be working to transition from funded to open source project.



Future Plans: June 2017 onwards

PREFORMA funding ends with the testing phase in June 2017. The 
veraPDF consortium will:
■ continue to address bugs reported on GitHub;
■ test and merge small Pull Requests submitted to GitHub; and
■ provide answers and support for Mailing List enquiries.
Priority/paid support.
Available for paid development or integration with local systems.
New features and functionality will require funding or external 
development resource.


