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Nelson Mandela Foundation is promoting the preservation of Madiba?s legacy

Text by Caterina Sbrana.

The Nelson Mandela Foundation (NMF), founded in 1999 by Nelson Mandela also known as Madiba, is a non-profit organisation
committed to promoting Madiba's living legacy through the collection of all documentation scattered throughout the world. Theaim
of NMF isto collect this vast resource, facilitate the access to it and promote its preservation and use. To achieve this goal, NMF
records where documents are stored and entersinto partnerships, to ensure that they are preserved and accessible.

As we approach Nelson Mandela International Day or Mandela Day celebrated on July 18th (Mandela's birthday) we consult part of
the archive dedicated to Madiba.
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Item - Nelson Mandela and PW. Botha's secret meeting, South
Africa [te_jul1989_MADIBA & BOTHA.jpg]

Nelson Mandela and P.W. Botha's secret meeting, South Africa- Repository: Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory -Name of creator:
Ehlers, Ters (Private secretary to President Botha). Image from https://archive.nel sonmandel a.org website.

To understand the meaning of the project, just read the presentation. "The Mandela archive is fragmented and scattered all over the
world in various places. [...] However, a small amount has been collected since the establishment of the Centre of Memory in 2004,
which has been categorised into [...] archive groups and special collections. As these records and collections are organised and
processed, the finding aids to them will be made available".

The Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory delivers the core-work of the Nelson Mandela Foundation, and digital materials provided on
its platform are for research purposes. The online archive is divided into thematic groups to provide user-friendly access: Records,

Awards, Papers, Photographs, Sound and Video, Speeches, Bibliography and Filmography.

The Photographic Collection includes various historical photos.
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Item 2200 - Poem "A hero from the Southern Land" by Aisha
Kingu
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Photo of Madibawith a poem: "A hero from the Southern Land" by Aisha Kingu - We knew that the text was sent through an
e-mail by AishaKingu to Mandela- Repository: Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory. Image from https://archive.nelsonmandela.org
website.

In the Private and Personal section there are photographs that reproduce the passport of Mandela while in the Tributes section you
can find different kind of awards to Madiba.

The Speeches section consists of interviews, speeches, messages, media rel eases, testimony, lectures, toasts, oaths and declarations
made by Nelson Mandela.

Consulting this site, every researcher interested in the life of Nelson Mandela finds an incredible amount of information, even very
nice and special ones. | can mention afew: from 2 December 1994 to 12 January 1995 there was in South Africaa Mandela Trophy
for cricket; in Kampala, Uganda, there isthe Mandela National Stadium; in the section Awards there is a subseries called "Human
geography named after Mandela' and many more curiosity can be found.

Item 1435 - Honorary Citizenship of the City of Sao Bernardo,
® Brazil.
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Honorary Citizenship of the City of Sao Bernardo, Brazil. 2000. Repository: Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory. Image from
https://archive.nel sonmandela.org website.

The collection, series and archival records contained within the Accessto Memory (AtoM) instance, a web-based open source
application for "standard-based archival description and accessin multilingual, multi-repository environment”, is an effort to
capture both local and international repositories as well as to describe the collections hold at the Nelson Mandela Centre of Memory.

To thisrevolutionary but at the same time pacifist man, leader of the anti-apartheid movement that costed him prison in 1956 on
charges of treason, the United Nations in November 2009 dedicated, even before his death in 2013, UN Mandela Day celebrated for
the first time on 18 July 2010.

It isnot difficult to understand how the work of collecting documents by the Nelson Mandela Foundation is of fundamental
importance for our present and future generations.
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