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Abstract. The amount of digitized culural heritsge in Europe continues to
grow: the digitization activides have a positive impact om the society, by
making the culnural heritage more accessible for the citizens, and by generating
benefits to the comtent owners. Several questions anse sbout dimnized culharal
beritage: how can digital cultural data be re-used at best, what is the impact on.
saciefy and how to preserve it in the long term? This paper offers an overview
of EU projects that fry to provide amswers: EmropeanaPhotogzaphy, Europeana
Space, RICHES, PREFORMA_ Civic Epistemologies. The common key-words.
in order 10 gusrames the best resuls are in amy case kmowledge-sharing and

networking.
Kevwords: digitization, EU projecs, , Creativity, Te-use, socieral
changes, archival standards, haring, i
diginlmestsculure net.

1 Introduction

The Digital Age is also the Digitization Age. Due fo the support provided by
national and intenational programs, in the past years almost everywhere in Europe
hugeﬂ’omwempminpimbjpﬂmnﬁmnmsmdmwmmﬁxmmg
the “physical cultural heritage™ mto “digital”. This happened not only for documents
andnuags,hﬂslsoﬁmiudlo’u&ommmﬂrﬂmpﬂ'hmmgmfasmand
folklonstic customs and for the and landecapes. Also s
hﬂagenﬂasmmmmmlmlmmxmd@mscm
1o aspect misses to be present i the digital world After digitizing, the content is also
made available on the Web, thus over-flooding internet with zillions of digital objects
of cultural, artistic, scienfific value. Besides that, we also see a growing mpact of
1Bergﬂ1emtedmntmtﬂmtlsmwmmﬂn“.’ebmﬂthﬂlqwmmtsanew
frontier of our “global”™ culture.

What to do with this enormous amownt of files? First need is to collect them and
organize them in a sensed way, to facilitate search and retneval: a file that cannot be
retrieved by a user, simply doesn’'t exist for that user. The attempt to collect in a
smglemmamuaﬂﬂueEmcpemm]nx:lhmhg:w]ldnﬂ}mm,althm@thc
enomons amount of digital d and fior
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