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HERILIGION

HERILIGION: The heritagization of veligion and the
sacralization of heritage in contemporary Europe
HERILIGION focuses on the heritagization of religious sites,
objects and practices in relation to religious and secular
experiences connected to these, and thus explores secular and
religious forms of sacralization linking past, present and future.
Since World War Il heritage is increasingly seen as defining
identities in times of change. The Europe-centered global
proliferation of the idea of heritage constitutes one particular use o
the past, especially when applied to religious sites, objects and
practices. HERILIGION seeks to understand the consequences of
the heritagization of religious sites, objects and practices which
were not considered heritage before. Where the abject of heritage
is experienced as religious, heritagization may lead to tensions and
conflicts as it involves an explicitly secular gaze that sacralizes
non-religious aspects of religious sites, objects and practices in a
cultural, historical, or otherwise secular, immanent frame.
HERILIGION will produce new insights which can be used to b
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understand, manage and defuse tensions, benefiting both
and heritage constituencies in Europe.
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The project leader is Prof. Oscar Salemink (University of
Copenhagen). The other academic partners are the Meertens
Institute - Research and documentation of Dutch language and
culture in Amsterdam (Dr Irene Stengs); the Jagiellonian University =
in Krakow (Dr Anna Niedzwiedz); Centro em Rede de Investigagdo |
em Antropologia (CRIA-FCSH) and Centro de Estudos i
Comparatistas (FLUL-UL) in Portugal (Professor Maria Clara
Saraiva); and the University of East Anglia in Norwich (Dr
Ferdinand de Jong). Non-academic partners include the National
Museum of Denmark, Museum Catharijneconvent in Utrecht; the
Ethnographic Museum in Krakéw; the National Museum of
Ethnology and the Museu de Lishboa — Palacio Pimenta (both in
Lisbon); and Hungate Medieval Art in Norwich; civil society
organizations and media.
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