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THE ASYMENC PROJECT

How did the largest and most culturally
pawerful countries like England, France and
Germany influence public debates in smaller
countries like the Netherlands, Belgium and
Luxembourg? what roles have transnational
cultures played in the process of European
integration between 1815 and 19927

This project explores these questions by using
long runs of digitized newspapers, and applies
multi-lingual text mining techniques to explore
the nature of European cultural heritage.
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Newspapers ane part of public debate: they give us
insight into public aginion or. ta w=e another term,
the “colleative mentality’ of a peaple.

Our goal was to nify repositories of digitized
newspapers and do comparative studies aerass
Europe. Dezpite finding loads of goodwill, we ran
into some problems, which included:

+ multiple Languages:
- data formats vary it i
therefore difficult o integrate.

‘them
e phyaicist Sir Willam Thomaon Kebin restrictions due to copyright
124 1907). (Gl before 1857

Getting a hold of large sorpora
means relying on archives which
are maintained by national
institutions and s and
which are subject ta their own
{umique) procedures, guidelines
and  seleotion  processes.
Eurcpean  digitised mewspaper
holdings vary a lot.

Digitiation eculpment at the Schutsche:
Londestibiiathed - Seuts. und Uefversldisbiblotel
Dressen (20141

MULTILINGUAL TEXT MINING
NS UN K.

A single search should
Bring up the same news
item in variows national

spapers. We want to
research the comparative
reoeption of events in
different Eurcpean
capitals using newspapers
e

| De Tetegreay, sper 1912
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We aimed at building an extendable
system which iz a specialized
muittinegual earch engine for
Bistorioal texts. The system oan be
expanded to work with any language
and source.
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45INO i differant from other tocks in
dhar:

h - it docsn't require all the date to be
stored locally an the indexing server
« other developsn can wark on
differsnt  clientz ke mobile
applications, narrowed visualization
salutions eto.
- it incorparates sophisticated indexing
sechniuez

SOCIAL HETWORKS

We propace o improve the e %
exploration of large oollection: of
(historical) texts via new and existing
technologies  from  the  natural
language procezzing field.

For example, we can represent
oollestions of artiles a5 2 social
network. Each node and relation in

articles in which each persan name
appears
HISTORICAL CASE STUDIES

‘ Untike many digital history projects. ASYMENC i
driven by three historioal case studies rather than By

Using  digital tools still  requires|

Clisters of words thot appear near the word
“metrapolts” in The Times. The firse image {top) &
for the pericd 14%0-1900, the second ane 1900
1950, It ghves an indlaaticn shat discussions of the
clty shift from on emphosis on heaith, water
iszues, sewoge, and death in the nineteenth
century to emphasizing the police and courts in the
twentieth,

4 The Rolling Stones in the Mogue: an kmape
shawing the connection between youth and
violence. (De Teiegraaf, 10 August1964)
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