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New project for The ESPON European Grouping on Territorial Cooperation
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HERIWELL: Cultural Heritage as a Source of
Societal Well-being in European Regions

The young project, started this May 2020, will complement the ESPON Targeted Analysis of 2019: ?The Material Cultural
Heritage asa Strategic Territorial Development Resource: Mapping Impacts Through a Set of Common European
Socio-economic I ndicator s? (https.//www.espon.eu/cultural-heritage).

The consortium is composed by three no-profit bodies with decades of European collaboration and joint research experiences:
?lstituto per laRicerca Sociale (IRS, Project Leader)

?European Association of Cultural Researchers (ERICarts Network and Institute)

?Associazione Economia della Cultura (AEC)

HERIWELL will face more than 40 thematics and will involve a wide number of experts and specialists from across Europe.
Its main object isto develop of a pan-European methodology and territorial analysis of impacts of cultural heritage that can be
associated with societal well-being, including but not limited to quality of life, social inclusion, educational benefits and other
aspects. The research will cover both material and intangible cultural heritage and the impacts should be associated with:

- The presence of material cultural heritage (stock of buildings and other objects)

- Use of the material and intangible cultural heritage (including participation in related activities)

- Digitalisation of cultural heritage

- EU-funded investmentsin cultural heritage

- Activities (policies and measures, including participatory ones) aimed at increasing positive impacts of cultural heritage and
diminishing potentially negative influences (if feasible).

The main outcome of HERIWELL will be a methodological framework, defining the most important societal domainsin
which impacts of cultural heritage can be observed, supporting such impactswith evidence.

In addition, it will provide atentative classification of cultural heritage impacts on societal well-being considering three dimensions:
1.Quality of Life (including education/skills and the use of ICT for cultural purposes; health; cultural participation and satisfaction;
environmental quality);

2. Social Cohesion (e.g. equal opportunities and integration; cultural accessibility and governance; community participation,
volunteering and charitable giving; trust);

3. Material Conditions (e.g. income and jobs related to culture; real estate prices, cost of living).

For moreinformation, download the overview of HERIWELL research project here]
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