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Agenda

Ç Food Heritage and Culture: Changing Spaces of 
Production and Consumption , Prof. Moya Kneafsey , 
Coventry University

Ç The Economic and Fiscal Dimension of Cultural 
Heritage , Dr. Trilce Navarrete, The University of Southern 
Denmark

Ç Towards a Craft Revival: Recalibrating Social, 
Cultural, Economic and Technological Dynamics , Dr.
Catherine Cummings, The University of Exeter

Ç The Cultural Heritage Institution: Transformation and 
Change in a Digital Age , Prof. Monika Hagedorn -Saupe, 
Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz

Ç European Minorities and Identity: strengthening 
relationships for a sense of belonging in the digital 
era , Prof. Sarah Whatley, Coventry University

Ç Q&A
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THE RISE OF URBAN 
COMMUNITY FOOD 
PROJECTS
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Building on Community Food Heritage

ÇLong history of 
community food 
production in rural and 
urban areas

ÇContemporary threats 
from ófastô food & 
convenience culture, 
standardisation of 
products and loss of food 
skills and knowledge

Dig for Victory ïWorking on an Allotment in 

Kensington Gardens, London 1942. Photo: Imperal 

War Museum
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Community Food Projects:

Diversity and Invention

Ç Allotments, community gardens, 
skip gardens, rooftop gardens, 
urban farms, patchwork farms, 
guerilla gardening, edible 
landscapes

Ç Cooking, growing, eating, 
trading, together

Ç Using old and new skills e.g. 
traditional crops and social 
media!

Ç Driven by a mix of people, local 
authorities, charities

Urban vegetable garden (CEP-

Pisa, Italy)

http://www.comune.pisa.it/en/

ufficio-scheda/8599/Il-

Progetto-Orti-

Urbani.html#!prettyPhoto

http://www.comune.pisa.it/en/ufficio-scheda/8599/Il-Progetto-Orti-Urbani.html#!prettyPhoto
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FIVE POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS
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1. Support Community-led food 

projects

Ç Protect communal spaces 
for growing, preparing and 
sharing food.

Ç Support initiatives which 
enable people to ólearn by 
doingô e.g. helping out on 
farms, taking part in 
cookery exchanges, being 
involved in the restoration 
of food heritage sites such 
as walled gardens, 
community orchards, city 
farms etc.

Rubbish cleared from a reclaimed 
community allotment
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Ç Improves health and well -
being, food skills and 
knowledge

Ç Improves the urban 
environment 

Ç Probably helps with mutual 
understanding between 
different social and ethnic 
groups ïbut more research 
needed on this!

Ç Enhances urban biodiversity 
and food security

2. Recognise the value and benefits 

of community food production

Kodu grown by Bangladeshi community. Photo: 

A Rosenfeld


